EAB Update!

An occasional newsletter from the Honorary Secretary

Dear Members,

The word 'New’ is in great vogue, sparked off, of
course, by Tony Blair with 'New Labour'. But we
are now truly in a new Millennium and I think we
can say also that we are in a ‘new era’ for E.A.B.
I reparted in the last Update that we would be
appointing Paul Hewitt on a shori-term pari-time
contract fo be our Director. Already Paul has
been hard at work and produced two detailed, but
interim reports:
a) on our future publications policy and
b) on our future direction, which will be
thoroughly discussed at future Management
Committee meetings and during our Annual
General Meeting at Appleby on Sunday 23
April.
Only 14 members replied to the 4 questions on
SJuture publications policy which were in the last
issue of Update. Were you one of the 147 If not,
do you intend to contribute to formulating our
Juture? I await your letters.

Incidentally! We wish to thank all those members
who have supported us and sent their good wishes
during this interim period. This is most
encouraging and shows that they appreciate that
we are trying fo get things-completely in order
ready for the new challenge that faces us at
Barlaston, which is to revitalise the British
movement and to concenfrate on the main
purpose of FAB: education, information and
promotion of the language.

If you make wuse of UEA services, go to
Universalaj Kongresoj or subscribe to overseas
Esperanto magazines, please read carefully the
appropriate part of this newsletter.

In the last issue, as several members have
reminded me, [ forgot to mention details of the
sale of 140 Holland Park Avenue. We received

£927,000 for the premises, and out of that we paid
Jor professional and legal costs, about £19,000.

You will remember that a collection was
organised to make a presentation to Martyn
McClelland, who, when the office moved from
London to Ipswich, took this opportunity to relire.
This presentation fund reached the figure of
£2,879, which was contributed by 84 members. A
cheque for this amount has been given to Martyn
and the following letter (dated 18th November)
has been received from him:

Dear members,

I was astounded to receive an incredibly generous
cheque from FAB, representing your kind
contributions. My wholehearted thanks to you afll It
has been a great privilege for me to serve the
movement, and the years have passed so quickly. T
have met many wonderful members, several of whom
have altruistically dedicated much time and effort to
the movement's progression, whether

* as volunteers at the Esperanto Centre;

* in isolation, local groups or federations;

* in organising British Esperanto conferences;

* in editing our national magazine or regional
bulletin;

* in organising local events;

* in bettering our knowledge of the language;

* in promoting awareness of Esperanto’s

advantages; or in other activities; not least in the
management of our British organisation. My warm
and hearty thanks to all, and may we ever strive to
Sfurther our positive attainments in this new
millennium and new era for FAB, which needs all
our support.

Yours sincerely,

Martyn Hugh McClelland.
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La Brita Esperantisto

William Auld unfortunately has been ill and has
not yet been able to prepare the
November/December issue for the printer. We
hope to resume normal publication in March.
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The British Congress in Newport,
Easter 1999

I have just realised that thanks have never been
expressed to the workers and organisers who
made this a most enjoyable time. Without
personal involvement it is impossible to
appreciate the hard work that is put in to it. So
thanks again to all our Newport and Welsh
members for their great effort.
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Internet Forum

An attempt was made at the beginning of this year
to organise an internet discussion forum on
Esperanto but it never got off the ground. I now
learn that Wedgwood Memorial College and
Workers Educational Association have got such a
Forum with an Esperanto subsection. Anyone
who would like to join this Esperanto Forum
should contact Derek Tatton at the college or by
email: wedgwood.college@staffordshire.gov.uk
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Correction!

In the last issue, in the item on courses on the
internet, 1 made a mistake in the address of Ian
Fantom's course. Not a very big one, I put a "
instead of a /', but, in these matters, even a full
stop instead of a comma will ruin it for you. The
correct  address of  Ian's course 1S
http://esperanto.org/espviva
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Holidays and events abroad

Here are brief mentions of a few of the many
Esperanto events which might be of interest.

» TAIZE. This is an annual Christian event for
young people which occurs in this village in the
south of France. Attendance is massive, up to
100,000. It is a bit like Glastonbury. From
reports I have heard, it is very non-dogmatic
with an emphasis on help your neighbour and
also third world countries. For the last 3 years
there has been an Esperanto element. During 13
to 20 August will be the 4a Junulara Ekumena
Esperanto-Tendaro.

For info contact Bernhard Eichkorn, Romausring
20, DEO0-78050 Villingen, Germany.email:
Bernhard Eichkorn(@esperanto.de

» La 22-a CeBalta Esperantista Printempo.
30 May to 11 June, 2,000. This is a very pleasant
Esperanto holiday with an international
atmosphere. It takes place at the Polish small
seaside town of Mielno. Your secretary went
there in 1999 and can vouch for it. Leaflets are
available from the office if you send a s.a.e.

» Polish Health Spa Rest Cure. Your secretary
is organising this which will take place during
July in Polanica Zdroj, a Spa in the Sudety
Mountains in south west Poland near the German
and Czech frontiers. It will be very cheap. It will
be a lazy holiday with plenty of time to stroll
around and sample the waters etc. Total cost
including coach travel from London for around
£260! Send a s.a.e. to Eric Walker for details.

> Internet Calendar. A very, very detailed list
of events throughout the world can be found at
www.hungary.net/esperanto/kalendar. htm
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An appeal for Help

Following the catastrophic floods in China, a
letter has been received from Wan Xigen who is a
UEA delegito. He appeals for money to be sent to
help build a new school with the name 'Esperc’.
He requests funds be sent to their UEA account at
Rotterdam. The account number is xwan-q.
Ordinary British sterling cheques can be sent
direct to UEA at Rotterdam. There will be no
bank charges to pay. Send with your cheque a
note saying to pay into xwan-q.
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The Present and the Future

Administration

We are always very pleased when members write
in with questions and comments. Naturally we
provide an answer as soon as practicable. But
sometimes we feel that the point raised is of such
general concern that an explanation in EAB
Update is appropnate.

One such point, for example, concerns our future
plans for Barlaston if we do not have Esperanto
speakers readily at hand, and if our new Office
Manager, initially, doesn't speak it.

There can be no question at all of calling on the
Principal of the Wedgwood Memorial College
except in the direst of dire emergencies; he has
the College to run.

That our future permanent staff member should
eventually be proficient in Esperanto goes without
saying. Nobody on your Management Committee
has ever suggested anything else. The
appointment will most certainly be conditional on
proficiency being achieved within quite a short
period.

So what do we do in the meantime?

Qur experience here in Ipswich indicates that we

can manage very well indeed with a non-
Esperanto speaking office worker. Neither of the
two members of the Management Committee who
live locally can possibly be on hand all the time.

In the first four months of operating from Ipswich
we have had just two telephone calls in Esperanto
and one of those was from a Brtish EAB
member. Both calls were answered in Esperanto.
We get some letters in Esperanto from members
although we ask them during this transition period
to write in English. (By the way special thanks to
the member who writes in both, line by line!). We
get a mass of e-matls, most of which are irrelevant
but among which are usually one or two which
need an immediate reply. They also come in
Russian, Spanish, Italian, German and French.

We also use the BT call divert system so that any
calls which come in while Mick Webb {our part-
time employee) is not working, and no Esperanto

speaker is in the office, go directly to somebody
who does speak Esperanto.

If this really became a problem at Ipswich (or
Barlaston) - which seems unlikely - we should
take steps to tackle ' it: a recorded message
promising to return the call or something of that
sort.

At Barlaston e-mails would be forwarded as
necessary to the Director or one of the
Management Committee and would be dealt with
promptly.

In practice, our office worker Mick Webb, who
speaks and writes excellent German and has done
so on our behalf, after just a few weeks is able to
determine the gist of an Esperanto written
communication. There is no reason to suppose
that a similarly efficient person at Barlaston could
not do the same long before he/she reached the
Intermediate stage.

It is absolutely essential that the affairs of EAB be
run in a competent, professional and efficient
manner. We are a Registered Charity with
substantial assets and subject to Charity
Commission scrutiny. =~

With regard to finding staff when the office
moves to Barlaston it is the policy of the
Management Committee to place relevant
experience, energy and efficiency at the head of
the list of requirements rather than immediate
competence in Esperanto and idealistic
commitment to the Movement.

The post will, of course, be open to idealistic,
committed Esperanto speakers provided that they
meet the prime requirements.

The task given to the "Administration Committee"
(Eric Walker, Paul Hewitt, Fraser Dunbar) was
not only to arrange the relocation on a temporary
basis to Ipswich but to organise the routine work
of the office in such a way that it could be run
from Barlaston; and that is what all these changes
are designed to achieve.

A great deal of hard, and indeed at times
exasperating, work has been done, and not just by
the three members of this Committee. As
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mentioned elsewhere Joyce Bunting, assisted by
Doreen Dunbar, has spent an unimaginable
amount of time resolving accounting problems.
We have a new Course Director, we have tutors
for the Free Correspondence Course, we have new
information material and the Book Service and
Tape Library ceased operation for less than a
week during the move.

A great deal more needs to be done and there can
be no guarantee of success at Barlaston. That will
depend on your support and decisions taken by
future Management Committees.
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New Accounting Procedures

Your Committee has found it necessary to
introduce changes to some apparently time-
honoured procedures which had the effect of
producing enormous complications in our
accounts to the inevitable detriment to what we
consider the mamn aims of EAB should be:
~ Education and Information.

We are convinced that the changes which we have
introduced will be to the great benefit of members
in that costs will be reduced and resources better
directed.

Up to now we have had a complicated system of
"personal accounts” held by relatively few
members. Credits have been made to these
accounts in respect of "services rendered to
EAB", and payments made from them by EAB on
behalf of the member who would otherwise have
made a direct payment for his‘her book,
magazine, subscription, congress fee etc.

We have also been making payments to UEA and
other organisations on behalf of members who
may or may not have "personal accounts" with
EAB and/or UEA. In effect we have been acting
as a private bank with associated overdrafts, bad
debts and miscellaneous complications, including
VAT calculations on the small commission which
we deducted from various payments to UEA
(either 5 or 10 per cent). We have even been
asked to pay a member's Congress Fee and
arrange for foreign currency to be available on
arrival.

The accounting procedures involved and hitherto
carried out by both the paid staff and the
volunteers in London have led to endless
complications and queries. Both Joyce Bunting

~ the Honorary Treasurer helped by Doreen

Dunbar, the wife of one of the Trustees have spent
an enormous amount of time (on a totally unpaid
basis) sorting out the complications. Virtually all
these complications were the result of attempting
to implement an impractical, unworkable system.

Even if such a system were desirable, which we
are convinced it is not, it would be impossible to
operate from our eventual location at Barlaston
without a totally disproportionate allocation of our
resources.

Perfectly straightforward alternatives exist and are

being put into effect with the complete agreement
of UEA.

"Personal Accounts" are being wound up and the
Honorary Treasurer is repaying credit balances.
We hope that debit balances will be recoverable.
Otherwise, they will have to be written off.

Your Committee will still make payments to
examiners and others, but such payments, when

~ duly approved ‘and specified, will be made by

cheque directly to the member concerned.

We will continue to assist members in every
possible way with information about UEA
membership, Congresses, events abroad and in
this country. An instruction sheet is now available
from the office which describes exactly how to
make payments to UEA. The text of this sheet is
incorporated in this edition of EAB Update.

Basically the changes are as follows:

» No more "personal accounts", they are being
closed.

» We have very few trade accounts and these
will be continued.

» If you order books, courses etc please send a
cheque with your order.

» If you need to make a payment to UEA for
any purpose please do so directly. Our office will
still provide you with information and
application forms for events, congresses etc and
can tell you what payment is due.
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» We shall still use the UEA giro system for
making payments to and receiving payments
from other Esperanto Associations.

» If you wish to maintain your own account
with UEA you can continue to do so.

» If you wish to order magazines please do S0
directly with Paul Hewitt. Payment in sterling
can be made to him and he will make the
necessary arrangements with the publisher, be it
UEA or any other organmisation. Important!
Make cheques out to: Paul Hewitt, 26 Highfield
Road, North Thoresby, Grimsby, DN36 5RT

» Payments due to EAB should be made by
cheque, postal order, Girobank transfer, standing
order, direct debit or by Deed of Covenant if you
wish (we can send you the necessary form).

» Cheques should be made payable to EAB. Qur
Girobank account number is 56 891 4007.

» Very important: If you make a Girobank
transfer to our account please send the details to
us so that we know what the payment is for.
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THE EASY WAY TO MAKE PAYMENT TO
U.E.A.

1. By cheque drawn on a British Bank Account.

Make the cheque payable to Universala
Esperanto-Asccio, (UEA will do) and enclose it
with a short note, in Esperanto, saying what it is
for. If the price you have to pay is quoted in Euros
or in guilders etc, make a conversion to sterling
using the rate shown in a newspaper and make out
your cheque in pounds in the usual way. If you
are applying for UEA membership just fill in the
form and enclose it with your cheque. Send it to:

Universala Esperanto-Asocio,
Nieuwe Binnenweg 176, 3015 BJ Rotterdam,
Holland

Cost to you: 1 EC type postage stamp

2. By payment from your UFA account (if you
have one)

Send a short note, in Esperanto, telling them:

Your UEA account code.

To whom you want the credit to be made

The purpose, UK, book or magazine purchase etc.

Cost to you: 1 EC type postage stamp

3. By direct payment to UEA's British bank
account

Go to any branch of HSBC and make a deposit to

UEA's account at the Leytonstone branch.

The Bank Code is 40-04-17 Account Number
21007793 Account Name: Universala Esperanto-
Asocio.

Please note that if you use this method you must
tell UEA what the payment is for. This is so that
they can identify your payment when they check
their bank statement. Unfortunately there is no
way that it can be identified on the statement. This
is only done with direct debits and credits,
standing orders etc. The simplest way of passing
this information to them is by writing your name
and the purpose of the payment on the receipted
counterfoil, which the bank will give you. Send
this or a copy if you prefer, to UEA. It is your
proof of payment.

Cost to you: 1 EC type postage stamp plus 5p or
so for a copy. The bank might even do it for you.

4. By Credit Card

Send your order or request to UEA and give your
credit card details in the usual way. You must
include the type of card (Visa, Master Card etc)
and the period for which it is valid.

Absolutely essential: You must sign the letter or
note authorising the payment.

Cost to you: 1 EC type postage stamp. If you want
your payment to be in euros the credit card
company will make a modest conversion charge.
This appears to vary but the Royal Bank of
Scotland charges 2% of the transaction value with
a minimum charge of £1.50 and a maximum
charge of £4.00. The rate of exchange used will
be that prevailing when the transaction is
processed in the UK.

5. By Girobank

By transfer to UEA's account with Postbank a/c
no. 378964. UEA says the costs are moderate. But
you should consult your Girobank information
about this, and also notify UEA of the purpose of
the payment.

6. By Bank Transfer




Payment can be made to UEA's account with
ABN-AMRO Bank Postbus 949, > 3000 DD
Rotterdam . International Bank Reference Code
ABNANL2R. Account No. 42.60.51.599.

Cost to you: Likely to be significant. UEA says
that this is a'good method for the rapid transfer of
funds but because of the charges is not suitable
for small sums.

To the best of our knowledge and belief this
information is correct at the date of publication
and is given purely as a guide to members making
payments to UEA. Such members should satisfy
themselves of the precise charges likely to be
incurred. EAB can take no responsibility in
respect of any transactions made by individual
members, groups of members, Federations or
Esperanto Societies. (Eric Walker suggests that
method 1 is the easiest method, having used it
himself).
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A new Course Director

We are pleased to announce that Arnold Pitt, who
has long been editor of The Esperanto Teacher,
has kindly agreed to be director of our educational
correspondence courses. With the passing of Joan
Dawson and the move from London, the records
of Tutors for all our courses are a bit haywire.
Please! Would all existing tutors contact

Arnold Pitt, Yew Tree Cottage

Irvington Rd, Leominster, HR6 8QD

Telling him which of the following course(s) you
tutor: Beginners, Intermediates, Advanced,
Intensive and Licentiate.

If you do not now tutor but are willing to do so
please offer your services to Arnold Pitt.

We also need tutors for the Free Postal Course.
We do have a list but it is certainly out of date. If
you would like {o help by being a tutor, or if you
would like to resume being one, please let the
office at Ipswich know.

This is very important work. Don't expect even a
majority of students to complete all the iessons,
but remember that of those that do, many go on to
become very competent users of the language.
Your help, sympathy and encouragement can
make the difference!
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]Advertisements )

S.A.TE.B. weekend at Barlaston, 19-21 May
The Workers' Esperanto Movement (SAT en
Britio) invite you to.our annual weekend get-
together which will take place in the beautiful
setting of Wedgewood Memonal College.
Abundant and appetising food in a relaxing and
friendly atmosphere. The price is very modest.
This year our guest speaker is Mayra Nunez
Hernandez from Cuba. She will talk on "Women's
Rights in Cuba, and, 'My experiences as an
engineer and soldier in Angola fighting against
the South African Apartheid Army. Additionally
will be political and book forums, discussion
groups, language clinic and an enjoyable 'Distra
Vespero' (items not longer than 10 minutes are
invited)

Application forms available from Derek Tatton,
Wedgwood Memorial College, Barlaston, Stoke
on Trent, ST12 9TG. Tel. 01782 372 105. email:
wedgwood.college@staffordshire. gov.uk

"The Rat sent me!"

When we started getting messages like this (even
from Australia), we were puzzled but it turns out
that a 'cult’ book; ‘A Stainless Steel Rat is born' is
by science-fiction writer Harry Harrison. It has
been published in several languages (including
Esperanto). It features Esperanto and apparently
gives EAB's address in the non-Esperanto
versions, for further information. It has proved to
be one of the best advertisements we have had for
years! We have the Esperanto version for sale at
£8.95 including postage.

The Felixstowe Weekend.

Enclosed is a leaflet about this. I thought [ would
mention that it is extremely good value for
money. The food is fab. and there is also free tea
and coffee continuously available during breaks in
lessons. The beginners' class 1s full but
intermediates and advanced are still welcome. If
you recommend it you won't be let down.
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Correspondence Requests

Nina Liu of Yueyang Esperanto Association of
China has written saying:




"Volonte renkontas 140an datrevenon de
Zamenhofa naskightago, kaj bonvenigas la 2lan
jarcenton. Nia asocio volas al wvia asocio
interkorespondi. Ni, mano en mano, faras
Esperaton disvolighon kaj novan la mondon”
(sic). They don't give a postal address but the
email address 1s liukn@yahoo.com. Can someone
with email kindly write an encouraging letter to
them please? They sound a new group to me.

Jerzy Micholski, Pocztowa 9, 26-660 Jedlinsk,
Poland, wrtes that he is an engineer, much
interested in British stamps. "Do, mi turnas al via
klubo kun espero trovi korespondamiko(inc) pri
tiuj temoj. Please someone write to him,
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Urso-Kurso

Enclosed with this copy of EAB-Update members
will find two of the Urso-Kurso 'puzzle postcards'.
These have been specially prepared with a label,
and we ask members to send them to two
youngsters they know who might be interested in
learning Esperanto. There is room above the label
for a member to add a short message of their own.
Please help in this new publicity campaign!

Those already following the course are enjoying
it, and youngsters are our future.

Any queries/comments to:

Angela Tellier@btinternet.com or

Roy Simmons, 61 Altmore Avenue, East Ham,
London E6 2BZ
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The latest titles

La Ajoj kaj la Sezonoj. Ulnich Becker. £6.50. Set
book for Summer School Barlaston 2000.
Alico_en  Mirlando. Lewis Camol Tr D.
Broadribb. Jekaterinburg: Sezonoj 1999. 80p,
ilustritaj. Prezo £3.90

Homaj Rajto.. L Levin. Tr. E. Grimley Evans.
Rotterdam. UEA. 1998. 140p. 2lcm.

Okaze de la 50-a datreveno de la Universala
Deklaracio de Homaj Ratoj UEA eldonis tiun &i
lernolibron de UNESKOQ pri homaj rajto). Prezo
£7.00

Kio Ni Estas Kaj Kion Ni Celas. Red O. Buller
kaj R. Corsetti. Rotterdam UEA, 1999 24p. 30cm.
Studkajero pri la temoj de 1a Manifesto de Prago:
demokratio, transnacia edukado, pedogogia

efikeco de Esperanto, plurlingveco, lingvaj rajtoj,
lingva diverseco kaj homa emancipigo. Prezo
£3.60

Lingva Arto. Jubilea libro omage al William
Auld kaj Marjorie Boulton.

Red. V. Benczik. Rotterdamo UEA. 1999 5+217p.
2lcm.

En 1999 William Auld kaj Marjorie Boulton festis
sian 75-an datrevenon. Okaze de la jubileo UPA
donacis al ili festlibron, ep kin pluraj kontribuajoj
prilumas ilian verkistan karieron kaj analizas
iliajn verkojn. Aliaj eseoj trakias aktualajn temojn
de la movado kaj kultura vivo de Esperantio.
Prezo £10.75

Maigret Hezitas. G. Simenon. El la franca trad.
Daniel Luez. Jekaterinburg: Sezonoj. 1999. 128p.
20cm. Mondfama Pariza komisaro enketas
unuafoje en Esperanto. Prezo: £4.50.
Metropoliteno. Varankin. Klasitka romano.
Jekaterinburg: Sezonoj. 264p. Bindita. Prezo
£4.50

Naskigo de la Rustimuna Stalrato.(1985). Harry
Harrison (1925). El 1a angla trad. mternacia grupo
per komputila reto. Jekaterinburg: Sezonoj, 1996.
222p. 21cm. Bind. Kromkovrilo. Kiel Jim di Gniz,
posta heroo de fascinaj sciencfikciaj aventuroj,
komencis sian krim-karieron per bank-rabo sur la
planedo Paradizeto. Prezo: £9.00

Subtekste. Paul Gubbins. Antverpeno. Flandra
Esperanto-Ligo.1998. '

Paroligaj kaj perfektigaj ekzercoj. La tekstoj tuSas
temojn tre diversajn. Por ¢iu el ili Paul Gubbins
prezentas inter 5 kaj 10 ekzercojn. Tre utilaj por
kluboj kaj grupoj.

Prezo £7.90

LM Anna Lownstein. Antverpeno:
Flandra Esperanto-Ligo. 1999. 350p.
21c¢m.Romano. Juna keltino en la unua jc. De nia
epoko konatigis kun Romo kaj fruaj

kristanoj. Prezo £15.75.

Vivo kaj Morto de Wiederboren. 12 humuraj kaj
satiraj noveloj originale verkitaj en Esperanto. W.
Auld, C. Conterno, Lorjak k.m.a. Jekaterinburg:
Sezonoj. 1998. 80p. 20cm. Prezo £3.20.

75 Jaroj— William Auld (1924). Intervjuis kaj
redaktis A. Korjenkov. Jekaterinburg: Sezonoj,
1999. 47+8 fotopadoj. 20cm. Autobiografio,
trideko de poemoj, bibliografio. £2.60

Aldonu 15% por sendkostoj -~ minimume 25p

SATEB LIBRO-SERVO, 26 Highfield Road,
North Thoresby, Grimsby, DN36 5RT.
Cheques payable to SATEB Libroservo.







